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Vineyard USA Church Planting 
What is the process for planting a church 
in the Vineyard? 

7 Steps to Get Started in Church Planting 
Where To Start 

1. Contact the Regional Church Planting Coordinator (Regional CPC) and discuss your interest in Church 
Planting. 

2.  Ask for the Church Planting Application Packet. You can download them on the Vineyard National website at 
http://www.vineyardusa.org/ministries/planting.aspx. Complete the Vineyard Church Planting Application and 
have the Sending Pastor’s Recommendation Form completed (return forms to Regional CPC).  

3. Schedule your assessment through the Regional CPC. 

• Your assessment will be scheduled within 6 weeks of receiving the application and pastor 
recommendation at the Regional CPC’s office. 

• There is a $200 assessment fee that is generally paid by the sending church and should be sent with the 
Sending Pastor’s Recommendation. 

4. Complete the Assessment  

• Your pre-assessment questionnaire will be sent to you (either through the mail or electronically) so you 
can fill it out and have it handed in prior to your Assessment. 

• The Assessment takes about 6 hours. 

• The potential church planter will travel to the location of the Vineyard pastor doing the assessment (the 
assessor is assigned by the Regional CPC). 

• The goal of the assessment is to help you and your sending pastor in determining your calling and 
readiness for church planting.  We will give specific suggestions for further preparation and make 
recommendations on how to proceed. 

5. Assessment Write-up and Review 

• You will receive a copy of your assessment write up from the Regional CPC within two weeks of the 
assessment.   

• You should contact your Assessor to schedule a telephone review of the assessment.   The review will 
allow you to ask your questions and give the assessor a chance to explain his conclusions. 

• If the assessment indicates that you are ready to plant, the write up will be designed to help you and your 
coach proceed with the church plant.  If you are not quite ready but you are clearly called to be a church 
planter, the write-up will include specific suggestions to help you and your pastor as you prepare.  If we 
feel that church planting may not be the right fit for you, the write-up will suggest mentoring assignments 
to help you understand what is in your heart and possible next steps. 

• A copy of the assessment will also be sent to the Sending Pastor and Coach. 

6. Meet with your Coach, begin working on any assignments that have come out of the Assessment.  

7. Write up Two Year Plan and Sign and return forms: 

http://www.vineyardusa.org/ministries/planting.aspx
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• Request Church Planting Release Form and supplementary forms from Regional CPC and sign release 
form and return to RCPC. 

• Fill out the four supplementary forms and send them to the nation offices (address at the bottom of the 
forms). 

• Begin developing a Two-Year Proposal for the church plant. 

• This is completed with the coach and sending pastor’s assistance. 

• A copy of completed Two-Year Proposals should be sent to the Regional CPC’s office. 

• Please note carefully! Your Two-Year Plan must be done before the plant is released. 

 


